
OFFICIAL CONVENTION CALL 
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF AFFILIATED LOCAL UNIONS, JOINT COUNCILS, 

STATE CONFERENCES, BLET GENERAL COMMITTEES OF ADJUSTMENT, 
BMWED SYSTEM FEDERATIONS AND TEAMSTERS CANADA 

I n accordance with the provisions of Article III, Section 1 of the 
International Constitutioll, l you are hereby notified that the 29th 
International Convention of the International Brot.herhood of 

Teamsters (the "Convention") will convene in the City ofLas Vegas, 
Nevada, on June 27, 2016, at 9:00 a.l11. at the P~ris Las Veg~s, for the 
purpose of nominating candidates for Regional and At-Large Vice 
President positions; nominating candidates for International Trustee 
positions; and nominating candidates for the offices of President of 
Teamsters Canada, General Secretary-Treasurer, and General President; 
considering ameildments to the Internati.onal Constitution; and trans­
acting such other business as the Convention may lawfully consider in 
accordance with the Convention Rules,the Rul~§. for the 2015-2016 IBT 
Internation~Y Union Delegate-and -Officer Election ("2016 Rules"), 
and the Final Agreement and Order ("Final Agreement") entered in 
United States v. International Brotherhood afTeamsters, et al., 
U.S.D.C.,SDNYNo. 88-Civ.-4486 (LAP) (Feb. 14,2015). 

BASIS OF REPRESENTATION. In accordance with Article III, Section 2 
and Article VII, Section 5 of the International Constitution, each Local 
Union having one thousand (1,000) members or less shall be entitled to 
one (1) delegate, and one (1) delegate for each additional seven hWldred 
fifty (750) members or major fraction thereof, but in no case shall a dele­
gate have more tha.n one (1) vote, even though he or she may also be a 
delegate from the International Union or from more than one subordi­
nate body. For the determination of delegate entitJement, the term "Local 
Union" includes all IET Local Unions and the following IET subordinate 
entities within the lBT Graphic Communications Conference and the 
IBT Rail Conference: 

CONFERENCE OR DIVISION 
Graphic COlrummications 
Conference ("GCC") 

GCC 

Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers ("BLET") 

BLET 

ENTITY 
All GCC local. lmions with 
125 or more members. 

GCO local unions with less than 125 
members shall be consolidated by 
the drr geographic regi.on in which 
their headquarters are located, arId 
vote as though they constituted a 
single local-union within the region. 

Al! BLET General Committee of 
Adjustment ("GCAs") wrth 100 or 
more members. 

BLET GCAs with .less than 100 
members shall be consolidated by 
the lBT geographic region in which 
their headquarters are located, and 
vote as though they constituted a 
single local union within the region. 

Brotherhood of I\Jaintenance of Way All BMWED System Federation 
Employes Division ("B~rWED") ("SFs") with IDa or more members 

BMWED BMWED SFs with less than lOO 
members shall be consolidated by 
the IBT geographic region in which 
their headquarters are located, and 

Teamsters Canada 
Rail Conference ("TCRC") 

vote as though they constituted a 
single localmlloll within tJle region. 

The BMWED and IILET Divisions 
within the TCRC will each be 
treated as a single local union. 

No prm .. 1' vote will be allowed. Only delegates certified by the Election 
Supervisor will be permitted to nominate (rom the floor, second a nomi­
nation, or vote for the nomination of International Union Officers. 

Each Local Union shall be required to send all of the delegates to 
which it is entitled to the Conventioll, unless the General Secretary-Trea­
surer and Election Supervisor have attested to the financia.l inability of the -
Local Union to send a full delegation and thereafter the Local Union's 
membership has voted to send less than a full complement of delegates. 
However, a delegate may seek financial a%istance in order to attend the 
Convention, subject to Article III of the 2016 Rules. The failure of any 
Local Union to send its full complement of delegates shall not constitute a 
basis for challenging the credentials or seating of those delegates sent so 
long as the Local Union has complied with Article II, Section (4)(b)(9) 
and Artide III, Section 3(a) of the Rules. 

In accordance with Article III, Section 5 (c) of the International COJl­
stitution, International Officers shall be entitled to all the priviJeges of reg­
ularly credentialed delegates by vi.rtue of their position. However, in that 
capacity, SUell delegates will not be perm.itted to nominate from the floor, 
second a nominatioIl, or vote for the nomination of International Union 
Officers at the Convention unless they have been Jlominated and duly 
elected as Convention delegates b? a Local Union under the 2016 Rules. 

In accordance with Article III, Section5( d) of the International Con­
stitution, Joint Councils and State Conferences are entitled to one (1) del­
egate each. However, such delegates will not be permitted to nominate 
from the floor, second a nomination, or vote for the nomination of Inter­
national Union Officers at the Conventioll unless they have been nomi­
nated and duly elected as Convention delegates by a Local Union under 
the 2016 Rules. 

In accordance with tile Merger Agreement betvvecn tlle IBT and 
Graphic Communications International Union (the "GeC Merger Af:,'ree­
ment"), tile GCC President shall be a delegate to the C012ventio:1; .~~~¥ever, 
-he willnotbe pernutted -to nommate from the floor,second a nomination, 
or vote for the nomination of International Union Officers unless he is 
nominated and duly elected as a Convention delegate by a Local Uluon 
under the 2016 Rules. Also, in accordance with the GCC Merger Agree­
mcnt any membcrs of the Gce General Board and any delegates to the 
GCC'cOl~vention who are not oti1erwise delegates or alternate delegates to 
the Convention shall be invited a, guests at the COllvenllon. 

In accordance with the Merger Agreement between the IBT and 
B.MWED (the "BMWED Merger Agreement"), the BMWED National 
President shall be a delegate to the Convention; however, he will not be 
pernutted to nominate from the floor, second a nomination, or vote for 
the nomination of International Union Officers tmless he is otherwise 
nominated and duly elected as a Convention delegate by a BNIWED Sys­
tem Federation under the 2016 Rules. Also, ill accordance with the 
Blv1V1ED Merger Agreement, any officers of the BM~WED National Divi­
sion who are not otherwise delegates or alternate delegates to the Conven­
tion shall be invited as guests at the Convention. 

'All re.fe.rences to the IBT Constitution are to those. sections irr effect under the Final Agreement. 



REQUISITES FOR REPRESENTATION. In accordance with Article III, 
Section 3 of the International Constitution: 

(a). Except as provided in (cl, no Local Omon shall be entitled to 
representation in the Convention that has not been chartered, affiliated, 
and in good standing for a total of SL'C (6) months prior to the opening of 
the Convention. 

(b). No IEI' Local Union shall be entitled to representation in the 
Convention which, at the time of the Call of the Convention, is six (6) 
montlls or more in arrears in moneys due to the International Union or 
to any subordinate body thereof with which such Local Union is affiliated, 
or which, if less than six (6) months in arrears, has not paid all such ar­
rearages in full at least three (3) days prior to the opening of the Conven­
tion, excepting those moneys due for the last month, which amounts 
must be paid by the beginning of the Convention. GCC Local Unions, 
BLET GCA" and BiVrVv'ED SFs, are entitled to representation at the Con­
vention provided they have satisfied the per capita obligations required by 
their respective merger agreements with the lET and are otherwise not 
more than six (6) months or more in arrears. If the circumstances war­
rant, tlle General Executive Board or the Election Supervisor may waive 
any of the foregoing requirements on a nondiscri.minatory basis. 

(c). The General Executive Board orille Election Supervisor is em­
powered to grant full representation to any Local Union which has been 
affiliated with the International Union for less than six (6) months when 
such Local Union was formerly an independent uruon or was formerly af­
filiated with an international union other than the International Brother­
hood of Teamsters or was chartered as a result of a split-off or merger. 

EXPENSES OF DELEGATES. In accordance with Article III, Section 4 of 
the International Constiultion, each subordinate body shall pay the ex­
penses of its delegates authorized to attend the Convention, or mal<e 
arrangements for such payment of e..-x:penses by agreement 'I'ith other 
subordinate bodies. 

Eadl GCC Local Union having 125 or more members shall pay the 
expenses of its delegates authorized to attend the Convention, or make 
arrangements for such payment of expenses by agreement 'with other 
subordinate bodies. For the GCC local unions having less than 125 mem­
bers and S'Touped by lBT geographic region to elect Convention delegates 
and alternates, the expenses of those delegates shall be paid as directed by 
the Election Supervisor. 

Each BLET GCA having 100 or more members shall pay the ell.-penses 
of its delegates authorized to attend the Convention, or make arrange­
ments for such payment of expenses by agreement witll other subordi­
nate bodies. For the BLET GCAs having less than 100 members and 
grouped by IBT geographic region to elect Convention delegates and al­
ternates, the expenses of those delegates shall be paid as directed by !lIe 
Election Supervisor. 

Each BMWED SF having 100 or more members shall pay the ex­
penses of its delegates audIorized to attend the Convention, or make 
arrangements for such payment of expenses by agreement 'with other 
subordinate bodies. For the BMWED SFs having less than 100 members 
and grouped by lET geographic region to eleeL Convention delegates and 
alternates,ille expenses of!llOse delegates shall be paid as directed by the 
Election Supervisor. 

AU such authorized delegates from a Local Union shall be provided 
witll the same expenses. Expense allowances for delegates and alter­
nates should be determined in accordance with your lmion's bylaws or 
past established practice and any rules issued by the General Secretary­
Treasurer, to the e).Lent they are consistent with the Election Supervi­
sor's Advisory on Delegate and Alternate Delegate Expenses to be 
issued in March 2016. Delegates and alternates may not receive dupli­
cate expenses or allowances, even if authorized. 'rhus, in determining 
the amount of expenses or allowances, the Local Union must take into 
account any expenses or allowances a delegate or alternate receives from 
another labor organization. 

2 Guest badges will not be issued to employer/company representatives. 

DEtEGATE CREDENTIALS, Credentials 'will be issued by the Election 
Supervisor and mailed or delivered by him to each certified delegate, with 
a copy to the General Secretary-Treasurer. The credential shaU have 
printed thereon the delegate's name and the Local Union number, and 
shall be signed by the Election Supervisor. 

At the Convention, each delegate must present at the time of registra­
tion his or her credential, properly signed by the Election Supervisor. In 
order to be seated, each delegate at the time of the Convention must be a 
member in good standing from a Local Union entitled to representation. 
Each delegate should have, if possible, a copy of his or her paid-up dues 
receipts for the month of May 2016 to present at the time of registration. 
If the delegate is unable to obtain his or her dues receipt, dues records 
will be verified at the Convention by the Credentials Committee and the 
Election Supervisor. 

In addition, each delegate or alternate delegate must present at 
registration a government-issued picture identification (preferably a 
driver's license). 

ALTERNATE DELEGATES. Each Local Union has elected alternate dele­
gates to the Convention. Said alternate delegates have been separately 
nominated and elected under ille 2016 Rilles, and certified by the Elec­
tion Supervisor. Credentials are not provided for alternate delegates. A 
Local Union shall pay the expenses of its alternate delegatee s) for atten­
dance at the Convention, as set forth in the Local Union Election Plan ap­
proved by the Election Supervisor. However, a Local Union cannot pay 
the expenses of any alternate delegate unless it sends and pays for ex­
penses of its full complement of delegates. If tl1e Local Union sends or 
pays the expenses ofless than all of its elected alternate delegates, the 
highest-ranking alternate delegate(s) shall be those sent and for whom ex­
penses are paid. A Local Union may not send to the Convention or pay 
the expenses of any member or guest unless it pays the expenses of all its 
alternate delegates regardless of the terms of the Local Union Plan.2 2016 
Rilles, Article III, Scction3(c). Alternate delegates may seek financial as­
sistance in order to attend the Convention, subject to Article III of tl1e 
2016 Rilles. 

AMENDMENTS AND RESOlUTIONS. In accordance with Article Ill, 
Section 9(a) of the International Constitution, at least thirty (30) days 
prior to the Convention, Local Unions, Local Union officers, members in 
good standing, or tlle general officers shall have the right to send to the 
General President proposed amendments or additions to dle Constitu­
tion, or resolutions, which shall be submitted to the Constitution Com­
mittee when it meets. 

All of the applicable provisions of Article III and Article VII, Section 
5, of the International Constil11tion, and the provisions of Article III of 
the 2016 Rules, are hereby incorporated by reference in this Official Con­
vention Call. 

Furthermore, you are hereby requested to review in detail those pro­
visions of the International CAlIlstitution and the 2016 Rules concerning 
this Convention. 

Fraternally yours, 

~L~ 
Ken Hall 
General Secretary-Treasurer 

cc: Richard W. Mark, Election Supervisor 


